
Yachts of “Yesteryear and Today” Sailed at the Waimakariri Sailing Club – part1 

M Class (also known as the Patiki class) 
 

Malaya 1. Was the first of the Christchurch “M” CLASS.  
18ft Bermuda rigged, center-board dinghy with a normal crew 
of four, Malaya designed and built by G. Andrews for Ian 
Trevelean was built in the old River Trust's workshops and 
launched in February 1935 She won the Scott Trophy in the 
1936/37 season and was 18 Footer Champion in 
1935/36,1936/37 and 1948/49. After being stored in a shed in 
R G Grant’s property on Featherstone Avenue, Kairaki, for 
more than 42 years, she was restored in 1995 by Christchurch 
Ready Mix Concrete Ltd and sailed in several Club 
Anniversaries usually skippered by Russell Dowdle. 

In 1997, crewed by club members, Malaya sailed in Auckland at the 75th M Class Anniversary Regatta, 
crewed by: Russell Dowdle, Peter Shanks, Paul and Andy Holland. 
M Class Club boats: Majestic M4; Malaya M1; Marlene M2; Matarere M3 (owner David Crozier who 
was Club Commodore from 1935 to 1950); and Mystic M5. 

Idle-along 

Idle-along 12ft 8”. Bermuda or gunter sliding rig, a crew of 
two. The Class had a strong fleet of around 20 boats.    
Clipper 39; Demon 98; Dolphin 70; Folly 14; Fritha 74;  
GaratiI 29; Gyphoon 96; Lassie 113; Luana 25; Mangere 107; 
Onwego 12; Orta 111; Restless 44; Revence 92; Scamp 33; 
Serenata 73; Skippy 70; Steadfast 108; Tamara 48; Vagabond 
85; Sailed mostly at the club in the 1930’s and 40’s.        

 

 

 

 

Z Class Takapuna:                      

Z Class: Club boats: Fleetwing Z 23 owner Miss M. Reeves; Gem Z 
47; Wairuna Z; Wet-UZ Z4. 

Sailed mostly in the 1930’s to 50’s 

 

 

 



D and C class dinghies 

D & C Class dinghies: Club boats: Charmain D40 D class dinghy; 
Cordelia C1 C class 18ftr; Doreen C29 C class 18ftr; Dottrell C9 C class 
18ftr; Harmony C21 C class 18ftr; Huia C10 C class 18ftr; Melody C30 C 
class; 18ftr Spindrift D 60 D class; Tui C5 C Class 18ftr. Sailed mainly in 
the 1930’s and 1940’s 

 

 

 

 

 

X CLASS 

X Class 14 ft dinghy; (also known as Rona Class after a highly 
successful boat also Jellico Class after the then Governor 
Lord Jellico who raced Iron Duke in Auckland races) Waimak 
registered ARIKI X,12.  

1955, Graeme Wilson won the prestigious X Class Sanders 
Cup. In 1964, Andy Holland and Dave Elder crewed Dave 
Elder’s boat, TUMANAKO, skippered by Graham Mander, to 
another X Class Sanders Cup victory. 

 

 

R Class 

The New Zealand R Class is a lightweight, high-performance foiling skiff 
dinghy up to 3.9 metres (12 ft 9 in) long. Developed in Canterbury in the 
1950s, it remains a leading development class with few restrictions. 
Hydrofoils were adopted from 2008. In 1952, Bill Harrison and crew  
Doug  Harrison won the R Class Leander Trophy. Graham Mander and 
Andy Holland won it in 1965, followed by Gavin Cooke and crew Colin 
Cooke in 1964, 1966, and 1967. No R Class boats currently sail at the 
club. 

 

 

 

 

 

X class Huia competing for the Sanders Trophy 

Graham Mander & Andy Holland 
winning the Leander R Class Trophy 
in 1965 on Lyttelton Harbour 



Finn                                                                          

Finn Class: Dick Banks, a club member who lived in the wooden 
cottage three doors from the club and whose family was involved with 
Papanui Timber, built the first Finn class yacht in Canterbury, which 
became the local pattern. Two Finns now sail at the club. Bret de Thier 
an Olympic sailor and Greg Fletcher. 

            Brett de Their in his Finn 

 

 

 

P class 

 The P-Class is an iconic, 7-foot single-sail dinghy that has served as New 
Zealand's premier youth trainer since its creation in 1920 by Harry Highet. 
Known as the "Primer Class" with a signature "P" on the sail, it is a strict 
one-design boat that is famously challenging to sail, giving rise to the 
adage: "If you can sail a P, you can sail anything.   The club has several P 
sailors who have been mentored by Jeff O’Leary, the club’s high-
performance coach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frostbite 

Frostbite – Dick Banks & crew 1951 National Champions Gunter rigged- 
centreboard designed by J. Brooke, a forerunner of the Sunburst. 

Sailed at the Waimakariri mostly in the 1950’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Bret de Thier in his Finn 



International Moth 

International Moth: an 11 ft cat-rigged centreboard dinghy, with about 
18 boats sailing at Waimakariri during the 1970s. Mel Selwood, Andy 
Holland, and Tony Blanchard also represented the class 
internationally during that decade.                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Cherub  

Junior Cherub. In the 1980s, the club owned a JC. Bruce Johnston,     
a past Commodore and Sports teacher at Kaiapoi High School, 
organised the participation in the Canterbury Secondary Schools 
Yachting Regatta. The winning school received the Peter Mander 
Trophy. The JC class is now superseded in Canterbury.  

 

 

 

Phoenix 

The Phoenix is a popular high-performance New Zealand sailing 
dinghy with a crew of two, 13 to 14 feet long, often built from plywood 
and noted for its speed and planing ability. It typically has a tall rig, 
single trapeze, mainsail, jib, and spinnaker. The club had a strong 
Phoenix fleet in the 1980s and 1990s, when Andy Holland and his 
daughter Michelle excelled, winning four Phoenix National 
Championship titles. 

 

 

 

 

 

Researched by Stan Price for the Waimakariri Sailing Club 2027/28 Centennial, any corrections or 
information about yachts sailed at the club welcome. Contact:   stancarole@xtra.co.nz 

 

  Michelle and Andy Holland in action     
on the Waimakariri River 


